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THE DISSERTATION COMMITTEE

Once a student is admitted to candidacy, guidance for the remainder of the student's doctoral
program passes to the Dissertation Committee. The membership of the Dissertation Committee is
often the same as the Preliminary Examination Committee, but this is not mandatory. The
appointment process is initiated by the student and faculty advisor in similar manner as that for the
Preliminary Examination Committee. All of the guidelines applicable to the composition of the
Preliminary Examination Committee also apply to the Dissertation Committee.

Composition of the Dissertation Committee must meet all of Rackham's requirements for dissertation
committees (see Rackham Student Handbook,

http://www.rackham.umich.edu/Studentinfo/Publications/DissertationHandbook/)

In addition, the Dissertation Committee must meet the following minimum composition:

1. At least four members, two of whom must be from SNRE. (In the case of students in the joint
Natural Resources Economics doctoral program, two members must be from SNRE and two
members must be from the Department of Economics).

2. A chair or two co-chairs; the chair or one co-chair must be an SNRE faculty member who is a
regular member of the Graduate Faculty.

3. A minimum of two SNRE members of the Graduate Faculty (includes adjuncts).
4, A non-SNRE (external or cognate) faculty member who is a regular Graduate Faculty member.
At least one member of the Committee must be from outside the student's major area of

specialization. The outside member must be a regular Graduate Faculty member who does
not hold any fraction of an appointment in SNRE.

Preliminary Examination Committee Chair (if different from the Dissertation Committee Chair).

Signature states that the Preliminary Examination Committee Chair is aware of the
Dissertation Committee membership and is no longer responsible for advising the student.

Signature: Date:

Printed Name:

If for any reason the student and/or Dissertation Chair believes that a revision of the Dissertation
Committee is in the best interests of the student, a recommendation nominating the new members
should be submitted to the Academic Affairs Committee. The recommendation for revision should
include a brief explanation of the reasons for the change.
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